
MEETING AGENDA – Sunday 9th April 2017 
 
VENUE:   Maroondah Sports Club 

Corner Dublin Rd & Mt Dandenong Rd, Ringwood East. 
 
PIPE BANDS VICTORIA, COMBINED STATE & BRANCH COUNCIL MEETING 
 
1. Opening & Welcome – 1:00pm  
 
2. Attendance 
 
3. Apologies 
  
4. Declaration of Pecuniary Interests^ 
 
5. Minutes of Previous Meeting, February 2017 
 
6. Business Arising from the Previous Minutes 
 
7. VHPBA Reports* 

• Executive 
• House 

o Lease renewal for upstairs flat imminent. Minor works required, rent increase to be 
discussed and finalised with agent. 

• Treasurer’s Report 
• Victorian Youth Band Report 

 
8. APBA Reports 

• Executive Report 
• College Report 
• Promotions & Marketing Report 
• Contest Report 

o Bendigo, Ballarat, Geelong & Ringwood (reports as available appended) 
• Media & Publications Report 
• Treasurer’s Report 
• Registrar’s Report 

 
9. Correspondence 

a) VHPBA 
• As per list circulated. 
 

b) PBV 
• As per list circulated. 

 
10. General Business 

a) VHPBA* 
 

b) PBV 
• Timing of contest season (refer summary in Executive Report) 
• Appointment to Grading Committee. 

 
11. Date of Next Meeting 

• Date and venue to be advised (June 2017). 
 
12. Close 
 



*Business transacted under VHPBA deals with asset management and is not included in the minutes 
forwarded to PBA Inc. dealing with general operations under PBV. 
 
^Declaration of pecuniary interests for listed agenda items. 
 
Note: Meals are available at the bistro prior to the meeting for those wishing to have lunch prior. 
 



Pipe Bands Victoria 
Victorian Highland Pipe Band Association Inc.  A0001853Z  

ABN 22 815 902 821 
 

Pipe Bands Australia Inc. Victoria Branch  A0035346S 
ABN 74 262 176 961 

 
 

 

 

EXECUTIVE REPORT APRIL 2017 
 
It is once again my privilege to present a report on behalf of the Executive Committee of the VHPBA 
and Pipe Bands Victoria. The contest season has just concluded, and whilst this was not without 
challenges, the levels of participation have been very heartening. Thank you to all bands for their 
cooperation throughout the entire contest season.  
 
1. RINGWOOD HIGHLAND GATHERING 
 Representatives from the Ringwood Highland Gathering have advised the gathering will continue 

in 2018. This is positive news and we look forward to the continuation of the only gathering held 
in metropolitan Melbourne. The arrangement with the wrist bands in lieu of passes again worked 
well. 

 
2. SIR RUPERT HAMER AWARD 
 Congratulations to Les Hardy on winning the Sir Rupert Hamer Award for 2017. Unfortunately, 

Les wasn’t in attendance at Ringwood when the announcement was made, but I have phoned 
Les and personally congratulated him on winning the award, and advised that a formal 
presentation will be made at a suitable occasion in the near future. 

 
3. VICTORIAN YOUTH PIPE BAND 
 Andrew Womersley, the Band Manager will present a separate report. However, it is important to 

note that now the contest season has concluded, action is required to ensure the band maintains 
some momentum. Andrew has advised the Band Management are working to determine suitable 
practice dates and engagements for the band. 

 
4. GRADING REVIEW 
 The Branch Grading Committee is due to meet to review the grading allocation of all bands 

registered within the Branch. This is to comply with directive from Pipe Bands Australia, and is 
the usual time for a periodic review of grading. Grading of solo drummers will be reviewed by the 
Drumming Panel. Solo piping in Victoria is dealt with by the Victorian Pipers Association. 

 
5. LOAN TO PIPE BANDS AUSTRALIA 
 The Treasurer will provide further details as necessary, but it is noted that Pipe Bands Australia 

have drawn down an initial $10,000 of the loan offered by the VHPBA following the alleged 
misappropriation of funds. The formal loan document is being finalized and includes all the 
original clauses discussed at the February meeting. An “interest free” period of two months from 
the date of the initial draw down was negotiated to further assist Pipe Bands Australia. It is noted 
some other Branches have offered to assist Pipe Bands Australia and we commend them for 
their commitment and support to the national association. 

 
6. TIMING OF CONTEST SEASON 
 The inclement weather (hot) at all contests this season has again drawn attention to the timing of 

the contest season. Whilst there are a number of stakeholders (promoters, dancing, clans, heavy 
games, vendors, etc), the weather this year was certainly not conducive to the enjoyment of 
playing pipes and drums. 

 
The Executive seeks approval to arrange a meeting with all promoters and other stakeholders to 
discuss the pros and cons of retaining the existing highland gathering calendar, or moving to an 
alternative time of year. Preliminary discussions with Murray Blair, President of the Victorian 
Pipers Association (VPA) have been positive in that the VPA would be willing to review the timing 
of its contests if this benefited pipe bands. 
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7. ENTERING CONTESTS & CONFIRMATION OF ENTRIES 
 The Executive thanks the Rules & Administration Panel, in particular Vice Principal Peter 

McLoughlin for his continuing labours in preparing contest draws. Attention is drawn to the 
complexity of this task with a number of determining factors including the contest rules and 
promoter and band requests influencing the draw. It is also noted some bands were late to 
submit entries, and some bands are still yet to pay their entry fees.  

 
8. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR ADJUDICATORS 
 Following a successful day of professional development in 2016, subject to College approval, the 

Executive recommends this again be offered in 2017 at a date arranged for the convenience of 
the College. It is also recommended that an invitation be extended to adjudicators registered with 
other Branches to promote goodwill and the dissemination of knowledge amongst the wider 
judging fraternity within Australia. 

 
9. GRADE 4 SELECTION OF MARCHES COMPETITION 
 The Executive notes there has been significant uptake of this contest element in the recent 

contest season. A number have bands have used this element to develop young players, or 
enable older players to return to competition. A small number of bands who have been off the 
contest circuit for a number of years also took advantage of the opportunity to compete in 2017. 
The additional performances have created some pressure on judges and timings were reviewed 
and adjusted as the season progressed. 

 
 The Executive recommends to Branch Council that this element be offered at all contests in 

2017-2018 Contest Season. 
 
10. BALLOT OF BANDS FOR PROPOSED CONTEST RULE CHANGES 
 The Executive thanks Pipe Bands Australia for expediting the latest round of proposals, some of 

which still date back a significant period, having been inadvertently omitted in previous ballots. 
The band ballot for 2017 recently closed, and a final determination will be advised by Pipe Bands 
Australia in the near future. 

 
 

 
Tim McLeod 
Chairman, Pipe Bands Victoria (Pipe Bands Australia Inc. Victoria Branch) 
President, VHPBA Inc. 
 



VP	Piping	report	Victoria	
	
April	2017	
	
It	has	been	a	successful	very	season	for	the	Piping	adjudicators.	All	current	adjudicators	
have	been	rostered	on	at	least	once	during	the	season.	We	also	had	the	pleasure	of	Viv	Riley	
(WA)	and	Sam	Young	(NSW)	adjudicating	in	Victoria	this	season.	
	
At	Ringwood,	Mark	Saul	was	able	to	re-commence	his	trail	adjudication	and	I	look	forward	
to	working	with	Mark	in	future	trials.	
	
Ian	Lyons	has	decided	to	take	12	months	leave	of	absence	from	the	piping	panel	and	grading	
panel.	I	would	like	to	thank	Ian	for	his	continued	hard	work	and	wish	him	a	relaxing	12	
months.	I	also	look	forward	to	Ian	returning	to	the	adjudication	panel	next	season.	
	
With	Ian’s	leave	of	absence,	it	opens	a	position	up	to	a	new	piping	adjudicator	to	fill	the	
vacancy	on	the	grading	panel.	I	would	like	to	nominate	Kyle	Warren	for	this	position.	
Although	new	to	the	piping	panel,	Kyle	has	significant	experience	and	I	believe	he	would	be	
a	great	addition	to	this	panel.	
	
There	have	been	a	total	7	Elementary	piping	exams	completed	this	year	so	far.	These	were	
undertaken	by	the	pipers	from	Victoria	Police	and	I	would	like	to	thank	Andrew	Womersley	
and	Nat	Russell	for	their	assistance	with	these	examinations.	The	papers	are	currently	being	
marked	and	it	is	hoped	that	results	will	be	forthcoming.	
	
Reviewing	these	exams	has	highlighted	some	gaps	in	how	we	deliver	our	products	to	our	
members.	
	
It	would	seem	that	as	a	learning	tool,	our	examination	system	is	potentially	out	of	date	with		
21st	century	learning	techniques.	I	believe	that	our	approach	to	examinations	and	learning	
need	to	be	re-evaluated	to	ensure	we	are	providing	the	most	appropriate	way	of	educating	
our	students/players/members.		
	
The	content	is	appropriate	and	generally	current	but	the	delivery	and	assessment	model	is	
where	we	are	behind	as	an	organisation.	The	use	of	technology	in	assessment	tasks	is	a	very	
common	practice	within	the	education	system	and	I	believe	this	the	direction	we	need	to	
head.	If	as	an	organisation	we	are	serious	about	developing	our	members	to	allow	them	to	
compete	on	a	global	scale,	then	we	must	be	committed	to	change.	
	
	
Scott	Nicolson	
Piping	Vice	Principal	Victoria 
 
	



VICE-PRINCIPAL DRESS AND DRILL  

April 2017 

 

  
PANEL OVERVIEW 
 

Members of our panel officiated at all six competitions during the season with the Ballarat contest in 

2017 including a march-off for the first time in many years. The panel currently comprises six active 

members with RJK Semple OAM BEM and Michael Stubbings on the reserve list. 
 

DRESS AND MARCH-OFF 
 

Members of the panel are pleased to note that generally there has been an improvement in the standard of 

dress and drill this season and it was very evident that some bands in particular applied themselves to working 

on aspects of presentation highlighted for improvement on adjudication sheets.  

 

There still appears, however, some confusion in the acceptable formations of bands in the march-off 

consistent with the drill manual and this will be addressed in the off season by the panel to assist in further 

improvement in the 2017-2018 season. Panel members are available to assist bands during the off-season. 

 

DRUM MAJOR SOLO 
 

Congratulations to Benjamin Casey on winning the season’s LL Zilles Award for the champion flourish drum 

major. The aggregate championship was conducted over three contests – Daylesford, Geelong and Ringwood – 

and attracted four competitors for the season. 

 

BAND SEASON AGGREGATE AWARDS 

 

Thanks are again extended to panel member Chris Hosking for the donation from his company Access Parts of 

the season aggregate trophies in dress and drill. Congratulations to City of Melbourne #1 on the Grade 3 award 

and Golden City in Grade 4. 

 

MASSED BANDS  
 

Each of our competitions this season fell on warm days – a day later in every case would have almost seen us 

scrambling for the capes. We again assembled where possible in the shade and one two occasions this 

necessitated the use of a wheel to enter the presentation area and while not commonly used in massed bands 

in recent years, allowed some comfort and relief from the sun. 

 

Bands are reminded that players are expected to arrive at massed bands in a punctual manner and properly 

attired. One some occasions this season, there were larger numbers than previously who chose to not even 

have the protection of a glen on their head! Drum corps leaders are requested to contribute to orderly 

movement within the ranks during assembly and also ensure drummers are ready to perform, particularly with 

the truncated announcement of results introduced to minimize time in the sun.  

 

Drum majors participating in training ahead of their examination certificates have been increasingly used to 

assist in massed band preparation and bands are thanked for their understanding in this regard. 

 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
  

The key focus of our 2017 education and training program is the South West Coast Piper Drummer Dancer 

weekend this month with seven enrolled for the program – three who will be undertaking the elementary 

course and examination and four participating in the preparatory course for future sitting of the advanced 

examination.  

 

Chris Earl  

Vice-Principal Dress and Drill – Victoria  

  

3 April 2017 

 



RULES & ADMINISTRATION PANEL REPORT FOR VICTORIAN BRANCH  
                                COUNCIL MEETING ON 9 APRIL 2017        
   
Item 1:     Victorian Proposals  Australian Pipe Band Contest Regulation:      
All proposals have been submitted to a ballot of the bands in accordance with 
clause 24.1 of the Rules of the Association.     The proposed Rule A.3.07 dual 
registration for members of Grade 4 and 3 bands to compete in higher graded 
bands (as defined in the rule) is the only one in the 2017 ballot from Victoria that 
may be controversial.      It is an extension of the current Victorian trial dual 
registration for members of School / College bands which expires on 17 
November 2017.      
 
Apart from the proposed Rule B.1.16.09 all proposals in the three tranches in 
2016 were, I understand, approved by the majority of members on the Council of 
the APBA.      Rule B.1.16.09 proposed the bulk of the membership of a band 
competing at an Australian Pipe Band Championships to be registered six 
months prior to the date of that contest with up to 8 of which four residing 
outside Australia and four in Australia could have been be registered 14 days 
prior to that contest in accordance with Rule A.3.01.01.      Interestingly the 
RSPBA on 11 March 2017 approved the qualifying period for a transfer for 
a player from a higher graded band to a lower graded band being extended 
from 14 to 42 days!       Comments at Item 7 (2) (i) to (iv) also refer. 
 
Item 2:     Selection of Marches (SOM) Contest for Grade 4 Bands:    The 
proposed rule B.3.01.08 to allow a separate, non aggregate, contest for Grade 4 
bands was approved as a trial rule on a “national” basis and was offered at all 
contests in Victoria from Daylesford 2016 to Ringwood 2017.      Daylesford Pipe 
Band at Daylesford and the Ringwood Pipe Band at Ringwood used same to 
compete for the first time for a number of years.     Other Grade 4 bands have 
used this contest to “blood” new players and gain additional contest experience.   
The additional contest element has ramifications on contest draws e.g. at 
Geelong there were six bands which required one hour`s time in the draw. 
 
Item 3:      Contest Draws:        The failure of some bands to submit entries on 
time for contests caused problems for the Branch Secretary (chasing up entries) 
and those preparing draws.     The use of two circles at Geelong ensured the 
Grade 4 contests concluded prior to the Official Opening time, started at a 
reasonably civil hour and provided the judges / officials with an appropriate 
lunch break.         
 
The use of two circles should have applied at Ballarat in view of the number of 
bands entered.      The tighter timings were to comply with the Promoter`s 
request for one circle only (after all they pay the bills) and to allow civil start and 
finish times as well as a reasonable lunch break for the judges / officials.    Whilst 
applauded by spectators I understand it posed problems for some judges and 
bands (re tune times for bands reduced by three minutes though still in 
accordance with Rule B.1.01.04) and for this I apologize.     Having the bands 
approach from opposite sides of the circle for the MSR/SOM and the Medleys ‐ 
approved by the contest supervisor on the day under A.1.06.02 ‐ to ensure bands 



were not kept waiting managed to confuse one of the marshals!     The time 
required for 7 bands in the Grade 4 SOM contest at Ballarat took 56 
minutes (whereas it should have been 70).        This Promoter will need 2 
circles for part of the day unless Branch Council approves an earlier start and 
later finish (one can envisage the reactions to the bands) if a similar number of 
entries are received in 2018. 
 
Item 4:      Principal of Rules & Administration:         Don McSween resigned 
from this position earlier this year.      The Committee of the Association 
appointed Jamie Forysth to act in the position and called for expressions of 
interest from qualified individuals (those with an Advanced Rules Certificate) for 
appointment to the position.      We congratulate Jamie on his appointment and I 
look forward to working with him.       It is appropriate to acknowledge the many 
years of service Don McSween has given to the pipe band movement as President 
of the Queensland Pipe Band Association, Pipe Bands Queensland and as an 
APBA Councillor (and prior to 1997 representing Queensland at Federation 
Conferences) and more recently Principal of Rules & Administration. 
 
Item 5:      Panel Membership:      The numbers on the panel look healthy 
though one member has health issues precluding him from being rostered.      
Four others are 70 years or older (one is a competitor in a band).      Of the 
remainder two are also judges of which one and one other compete with bands.        
There is a pressing need for additional, younger members to sit the 
examinations and become qualified for appointment to the panel. 
 
Item 6:        Contest Season:        This season from Daylesford onwards to 
Ringwood resulted in very hot days at “every” contest.       Not conducive to good 
piping or drumming!    To quote a well respected Pipe Major he has: “a duty of 
care not only to himself but to his band as to whether to compete under such 
conditions”.      Promoters face significant issues in obtaining and getting 
approval to use a venue, raising financé (pipe band spectators entry fees do not 
pay for the cost of the pipe band contest).      For example if the Geelong contest 
had been held the following day it would have been subject to wet weather and 
two days later it would have been washed out!      Never the less it is an issue that 
needs to be considered / discussed.  
 
Item 7:    APBA:      On an article published in www.pipesdrums.com on 20 
March 2017 I make two comments: 
 
(1)    The first is:  “All members of the Committee and Council of the APBA 
have a responsibility in “overseeing the Association`s financial affairs.         
 
(2)     “Matters are being put before the wider membership for voting 
without any discussion and debate by the Council etc. ……….  I also note 
most of these proposals emanating from a single Branch; take from that 
what you will”.      The following comments are relevant:  
 
(i)     Item 9 of the Conference Meeting of the APBA Council held in Adelaide on 1 
and 2 October 2011 (Item 9 of the minutes of that meeting refer) approved a 



review be under taken of the Australian Pipe Band Contest Regulation to be 
finalised and effective from 1 January 2014.      This review did not occur.            
 
(ii)    The Victorian Branch submitted ‐ from 2014 onwards using the “approved 
Association template” ‐ a number of rule changes for consideration under clause 
24.1 of the Rules for Pipe Bands Australia.     The Association template and the 
formal procedure to be followed is the appropriate way to deal with 
proposed Rule changes as determined at that time.  
 
(iii)     All proposals submitted by the Victorian Branch were subject to detailed 
scrutiny by the Victorian Branch of the College and Branch Council.     For 
example the proposed new Rule A.3.07 was the result of discussions over three 
years.     The changes submitted by the Victoria Branch covered Parts A, B, C and 
E of the Australian Pipe Band Contest Regulation.      A review of Part D ‐ Solo 
Contests ‐ was not undertaken because: (a) the then Association Secretary 
advised the undersigned there were a number of changes from South Australia 
relating to Part D; and (b) from a Victorian perspective Solo Piping Contests are 
conducted by the Victorian Pipers Association.  
 
(iv)      All proposed changes to the Australian Pipe Band Contest Regulation 
pertaining to pipe band, drumming and piping contests are required to be 
submitted to a ballot of the bands in accordance with the Association`s Rule 24.1.       
 
(v)       The result of any ballot “shall not be formally binding on the Council” 
of the APBA.      The proposed rule changes in the ballot of bands conducted in 
2016 ‐ all from Victoria ‐ have not been reflected in the Australian Pipe Band 
Contest Regulation.      The majority of the changes were not contentious.       Any 
that are considered contentious warrant debate by the Council of the APBA in 
accordance with the final requirement under the procedure to be followed on the 
Association template i.e.   “Council confers on proposals requiring debate.    
Determines and adopts amendments”.        
 
 
Peter McLoughlin, 
Vice Principal ‐ Rules & Administration, 
Victorian Branch of the Australian Pipe Band College.                       3 April 2017 
 
Cc      Vice Principals Piping, Drumming and Dress & Drill Pipe Bands Victoria;  
           President, Secretary and Branch Councillors Pipe Bands Victoria; and     
           President, Secretary and Principal Rules & Administration, Pipe Bands  
           Australia (being members of the Appeals Committee of the Association).    
 
 
                                                                                                                          
 
 
 
 
 



CONTEST SUPERVISORS REPORT - SCOTS DAY OUT BENDIGO 
PIPE BAND CONTEST - SATURDAY, 11 FEBRUARY 2017.  
 
I was not rostered as the contest Supervisor for the Scots Day Out, Bendigo Pipe 
Band Contest but as Margaret Johnstone OAM became unavailable at short notice, 
due to a knee injury, I was formally notified on the Thursday prior to the contest that I 
would be the Contest Supervisor.  
 
The weather at the Scots Day Out, Bendigo Pipe Band Contest has traditionally been 
warm and this yearʼs contest was no exception with temperatures forecast in the 
mid-30s on the Thursday and Friday.     My first task was to accept the withdrawal of 
several bands due to concerns about the weather and a revised Draw was prepared 
and promulgated.    No incidents occurred apart from a delay in the Street March. 
 
SREET MARCH CONTEST:      The first band stepped off on time.      It was my 
intention that the bands remain well spaced out with each band stepping off as the 
prior band reached the half way point down the hill in accordance with the Draw.    
This worked well.    The Street March ran smoothly except for one incident and I 
thank all those bands who cooperated.  
 
A band formed up on the street presumably ready to start chose to disregard their 
Drum Majorʼs request to come to attention (and mine as the Contest Supervisor for 
the band to start).     As their Drum Major called the band to attention the Pipe Major 
broke ranks to do some fine tuning and upon requesting the Drum Major to prepare 
his band to move for a second and then a third time, a second senior member of the 
band broke ranks saying they needed to do some tuning and they still had two 
minutes.    No action was warranted by analogy under Rules B.1.06.01 and 
B.1.06.02 and the delay did not warrant them being “leap frogged” by another band. 
 
WITHDRAWALS ON THE DAY:     The rest of the contest ran smoothly until the mid 
afternoon when Haileybury Pipes and Drums No. 1 and No. 2 bands withdrew from 
their remaining contest elements due to the heat thus leaving a large gap in the 
program.    The temperature was rising and had reached 35 degrees where the PBA 
Victoria Branch Heat Policy, Paragraph 2, (iii) states at 35 degrees centigrade or 
more the massed band performance shall be cancelled and the Promoter announced 
the cancellation of the massed bands and advised that the prize giving would be held 
at the Metropole Tavern at five PM. 
 
I then canvassed the remaining bands, in the various grades, to ask whether they 
would like to perform earlier thereby finish sooner.     Once I had obtained everyoneʼs 
agreement I implemented the revised timings and all bands but the last in Grade 2 
finished early.     As stipulated on the Draw, both the Promoter and the Association 
reserve the right to amend the Draw if need be. 
 
The Promoter is to be congratulated for the decision to adjourn to the Metropole 
Tavern for the announcements concerning the winning bands etc.     It was a very 
popular decision and end to a very hot and tiring day.     The results of the contest 
were promulgated on the Pipe Bands Victoria website.        Thanks to the Judges, 



Scorers, Marshalls, my steward and the Bands for their co-operation on a very hot 
and tiring day. 
 
 
Ross Connolly, 
Contest Supervisor, 
5 April 2017 
 
 
 



CONTEST	SUPERVISORS	REPORT,	BALLARAT	HIGHLAND	GATHERING	

FEBRUARY	26th	2017	

NEW	VENUE	

This	year	the	Ballarat	Highland	gathering	was	held	at	a	different	location	from	Lake	Wendouree	for	
the	first	time	in	many	years	and	the	new	location	at	Victoria	Park	worked	well	for	several	reasons,	

there	was	much	more	car	parking	available	and	there	was	abundant	shade	for	the	spectators	and	
bands	to	relax	during	the	day.	

DRAW	

As	this	was	the	last	contest	before	the	Victorian	Championships	there	were	many	bands	entered	and	
getting	entries	and	completing	the	draw	for	this	contest	had	been	a	major	undertaking	as	band	

entries	were	late	or	they	couldn’t	decide	whether	they	were	going	to	compete.	This	necessitated	
many	updates	to	the	draw	the	latest	of	which	was	circulated	prior	to	the	weekend	of	the	

competition.	

CONTEST	CIRCLE	

The	actual	contest	circle	was	in	the	open	in	front	of	the	judges	tent	which	did	pose	some	issues	as	it	
was	another	very	hot	day,	ideally	there	should’ve	been	two	contest	circles	to	help	with	the	flow	of	
the	bands	but	the	promoter	had	specifically	requested	there	be	only	one	so	it	was	decided	that	

bands	could	enter	the	contest	circle	from	one	side	and	following	the	march	off	the	next	band	
returning	for	the	second	element	could	enter	straight	in	and	this	enabled	the	next	band	to	form	up	
ready	to	move	straight	into	the	circle.	There	was	some	initial	confusion	with	one	of	the	marshals	but	

once	this	was	clarified	things	ran	smoothly.	

Apart	from	a	warning	to	one	of	the	bands	under	rule	B.1.06.01	for	arriving	late	the	contest	ran	
smoothly	and	there	were	no	major	issues	which	was	a	great	outcome	for	the	new	contest	venue.	I	
spoke	to	the	promoters	over	the	course	of	the	day	and	we	discussed	how	some	things	could	be	

improved	and	I	am	confident	this	contest	will	be	even	better	next	year.	

We	also	had	Viv	Riley	attending	from	WA	as	a	judge	so	we		utilised	his	Wife	Raylee	to	help	as	a	
steward	with	time	keeping	and	this	helped	the	scorers	throughout	the	day.	

MASSED	BAND	

Due	to	the	heat,	we	had	an	abbreviated	massed	band	and	the	announcement	of	winners	and	then	
everyone	was	dismissed,	the	winners	collected	their	prizes	from	the	judges	tent	afterwards.	

SUMMARY	

The	promoters	of	the	Ballarat	Highland	Gathering	have	always	prepared	a	well	organised	contest	

and	there	were	plenty	of	refreshments	available	for	the	judges	and	officials	and	with	some	tweaking	
to	the	layout	following	their	first	run	this	contest	will	be	even	better	in	2018.	

Ross	Connolly	

Contest	Supervisor.	
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GEELONG HIGHLAND GATHERING 
19 March 2017 
Contest Supervisor’s Report 
 
General: 
Geelong Highland Gathering was again held at Goldsworthy Reserve in Corio. Although 
compact the area is sufficient for the purpose and the ground set-out allowed all activities to 
take place as scheduled. With additional barriers impeding entry to the areas of band 
movement there was little need for ‘crowd control’ which was an issue last year. 
Despite the particularly warm weather spectators enjoyed the day. 
 
Gate Entry: 
Wrist bands were issued to those entitled to a gate pass. No problems reported. 
 
Band Contest Timetable and Order of Play: 
Due to the number of entries and special request by Geelong RSL P&D and others the 
morning contest was conducted on two circles. 
Initially the day’s play was to be on a single circle but the previous contest at Ballarat using 
this format meant an extremely tight timetable with judges struggling to complete crits before 
the next competitor was at the start line. The format would work with a smaller number of 
bands where times could be more generous but it was considered inappropriate for a 
championship contest. 
The ‘draw’ as circulated initially was late due to the need to confirm entries and ground layout. 
Despite being labelled Mk1 it was in fact the 5th or 6th version constructed.  
The complexity involved in constructing the timetable and order of play to allow for the various 
special requests means late changes are extremely difficult to accommodate and that there is 
little room to vary band positioning. 
 
Band reps are reminded to sign in on arrival as several did not do so leading to uncertainty as 
to whether they would be competing (bands not signed at the appropriate time can be 
considered non-arrivals). Also a reminder that the band rep who signs in on the day is the 
official who can collect crit sheets following the contest.                                                                                                                                                                            
 
 
Grade 4 Selection of Marches: 
It is pleasing to note that bands have embraced this idea and are using it to return to the 
contest arena and to enable young players to compete. 
 
Aggregate Contest: 
The contest ran smoothly in no small measure due to the marshalls ensuring bands arrived 
on time and bands being prepared to proceed at their allotted time. 
A number of Grade 4 bands made use of the ‘tutor rule’ and it was pleasing to see additional 
competitors, particularly youngsters. A couple of very tiny tenor drummers were a highlight. 
The March Off was slightly abbreviated in the morning due to the use of two circles. A couple 
of bands did not fully complete the course but this was brought to the attention of the 
particular bands by the drill judges. 
A breach of Rule A.1.08.01 occurred on the day. An apology was subsequently offered and 
accepted and the matter is now closed. 
 
Official Opening: 
Geelong RSL band provided the required music. 
 
Drum Majors’ Contest: 
There were 2 competitors in the Drum Majors’ Contest (solo) which took place at the 
conclusion of the band aggregate contest.  
Hawthorn City was the duty band. 
 
Finale Massed Band and Presentations: 
A shortened presentation format means less time for bands to be standing on the field. In 
view of the very warm weather the massed band formed up in the shade, then marched on 
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and off. Temperatures were recorded throughout the day to ensure compliance with the Pipe 
Bands Victoria Heat Policy. 
Several bands did not collect their prize monies and/or appearance money following the 
massed band. These cheques were forwarded by post. 
 
Acknowledgements: 
Geelong Highland Gathering Association committee works hard to ensure a varied program 
for the public and suitable facilities for the band contest. They are to be congratulated for 
achieving a great result under difficult circumstances. 
Thanks to all competitors and band officials for their co-operation on the day, and to the 
marshalls, scorers, judges and other contest officials for their efficient work throughout the 
day. 
Margaret Johnstone supervised the contest at Circle B in the morning and also at Circle A in 
the afternoon. 
Peter McLoughlin’s assistance prior to the event was greatly appreciated and critical to the 
success of the contest. 
Thank you to all involved for their co-operation and assistance. 
 
Contest Officials: 
Contest officials for the day were as follows: 

Piping-D Telford, T McLeod, B Niven, S Nicholson 
Drumming-A Womersley, C McSween (Qld) 
Ensemble-N Russell GC OAM, S Young (NSW) 
Dress & Drill-W Stables, C Earl 
Contest Supervisors-Barbara McLeod, Margaret Johnstone OAM 
Scorers-B Hayes, D Thomson 
Marshals-I Clark, P Parson 

 
Recommendations: 
1. That the judges tent be fully roped off to prevent foot traffic through the area –this was 

undertaken part-way through the day. 
2. That a slip-in sheet with the current timetable and order of play be available to hand out 

with the program as a number of requests from spectators relating to ‘which band was 
playing when’ were received. 
Rationale:  

 
Barbara McLeod & Margaret Johnstone 
Contest Supervisors 
20 March 2017 
 



CONTEST	SUPERVISOR’S	REPORT	RINGWOOD	HIGHLAND	GAMES	

SUNDAY,	MARCH	26TH	2017	

Morning	Session:	

The	day	started	off	with	beautiful	weather	perfect	lovely	sunny	morning,	but	this	was	soon	
overlooked	due	to	a	problem	with	the	tent,	and	some	other	issues	with	equipment	to	be	provided	
by	the	promoter	not	being	available	in	the	immediate	vicinity.	

The	Dress	&	Drill	judges	Carol	Hart,	Chris	Hosking	&	VP	Chris	Earl	set	up	the	contest	circle	and	march	
off	drill	course,	we	thank	them	for	their	assistance.	As	a	result	of	the	tent	malfunction,	Secretary	
Ross	Connolly	had	to	depart	and	collect	the	missing	roof	awning	from	another	bag.	Ten	minutes	
before	first	band	was	to	appear	on	the	ground	we	had	no	paperwork,	flags,	poles,	tent	however	all	
came	together	just	in	time.	All	judges	and	other	personnel	arrived	in	a	timely	manner,	and	were	
ready	for	the	first	performance.	

The	East	Ringwood	Reserve	presents	some	challenges,	as	the	defined	fine	tuning	areas	had	to	be	
placed	sufficiently	away	from	the	contest	circle,	but	also	sufficient	distance	from	other	activities,	
especially	the	highland	dancing	which	was	allocated	two	areas	on	the	arena.	However,	bands	
cooperated	and	there	didn’t	appear	to	be	any	problems	with	the	final	arrangements.	We	again	
requested	the	promoter	unlock	the	gate	immediately	adjacent	to	the	contest	circle,	which	they	did,	
and	this	enabled	spectators	quite	close	to	listen	to	performing	bands.	A	series	of	“	witches	hats”	was	
used	to	define	the	judges	area,	and	this	seemed	to	work	quite	well,	separating	Association	personnel	
from	members	of	the	public.	During	sign	in,	the	administrators	were	located	away	from	the	judges,	
and	this	assisted	judges	to	prepare	without	disturbance.	

This	year	competitor	passes	were	again	replaced	with	wrist	bands	to	enter	the	ground,	an	this	
arrangement	seems	to	work	well.	The	only	report	of	problems	appeared	to	relate	to	tardy	delivery	
to	one	band	by	Australia	Post.	

The	band	contest	commenced	on	time,	and	there	were	no	reportable	incidents	or	problems	with	the	
program	on	the	day.	The	Grade	4	Selection	of	Marches	contest	was	well	patronised,	with	five	bands	
participating.	A	number	of	late	requests,	and	the	withdrawal	of	two	bands	resulted	in	some	rather	
lengthy	gaps	in	the	band	program,	but	the	promoter	had	some	specific	requirements,	thus	these	
gaps	were	unavoidable.	Also	as	a	result	of	late	changes,	a	total	of	eight	contest	draws	being	
prepared,	this	continues	to	be	a	problem.	

The	Official	Opening	proceeded	as	agreed	with	the	promoter,	with	the	massed	band	assembling	and	
approaching	the	dais	in	the	usual	manner,	then	standing	at	attention	for	the	National	Anthem.	The	
massed	band	then	immediately	retired	from	the	arena,	and	speeches	followed	immediately	
thereafter.	We	congratulate	the	Gathering	Committee	for	their	understanding	as	it	is	significantly	
reduces	the	exposure	of	the	massed	band	to	the	hottest	part	of	the	day.	We	also	acknowledge	and	
congratulate	the	installation	of	the	Earl	of	Louden	as	the	Patron	of	the	Highland	Games.	

The	Drum	Majors	(solo)	contest	took	place	during	the	lunch	break,	and	we	congratulate	Ben	Casey	
who	won	the	2017	Lew	Zilles	Trophy.	



	

Afternoon	Session:	

The	afternoon	was	quite	warm,	all	bands	to	be	congratulated	for	being	on	time	and	contest	finished	
on	time.		I	had	three	requests	on	the	day	from	Moorabbin,	Scotch	College	and	Warrnambool	which	I	
approved		under	Rule		A.1.06.02	

I	only	had	one	concern	and	that	was	Moorabbin		being	the	winning	band	in	Grade	2	did	not	cease	
playing	when	they	reached	the	end	of	the	massed	band	formation		and	consequently	the	drummers	
in	the	massed	band	did	not	hear	the	Drum	Major’s	command	and	the	sound	was	not	good.	

My	thanks	and	appreciation	to	all	Judges	officials,	scorers,and	Phil	Parson.	

	

General	Comments:	

Prize	Winners:	

Grade	2.	 Moorabbin	City	

Grade	3.	 City	of	Melbourne	No	1.	

Grade	4.	 Golden	City	Bendigo	

Grade	4	SOM.	 Scotch	College	Pipes	&	Drums	No	2.	

Our	Congratulations	to	Mr	Les	Hardy	formerly	of	the	Federation	University	(Ballarat)	Pipe	Band	who	
was	2017	winner	of	the	Sir	Rupert	Hamer	Award.	

Our	thanks	to	Peter	McLoughlin	VP	Rules	&	Administration	who	prepared	and	revised	the	draw.	

The	judges	on	the	day	were:	

Piping:			B.	Niven	OAM,	K.	Warren	

Drumming:	R.	Bennett,	S.	Matthews.	

Ensemble:	N.Russell	OAM	GC,	H.	Gillespie	

Dress	&	Drill:	Carol	Hart,	C.	Hosking.	

T.	McLeod	(am)	&	M.Johnstone	OAM	(pm)	Contest	Supervisor.		R.	Connolly	Steward	

Thanks	to	all	bands,	Bev	Hayes,	Damon	Thompson	(scorers)	and	Phil	Parson	(marshal)	and	the	
judges.						Last	but	not	least,	congratulations	to	the	Ringwood	Highland	Games	for	promoting	their	
51st	Highland	Gathering.						

	

Tim	McLeod	-	Contest	Supervisor	(AM)		

Margaret	Johnstone	OAM	-	Contest	Supervisor	(PM)	




