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REPORT OF CONTEST SUPERVISOR

The day was warm, though not oppressive.  The absence of the pavilion building,
and the construction area for its replacement caused some changes in layout, but
the day, in general, went well. The Public Address system was inaudible to many
within the massed band and very distorted to others within the crowd.

I am grateful for the kind recognition of the fiftieth occasion on which I have served in
this capacity at Daylesford.  There have been many fine days and many fine people
over the years, and it continues.

The Street March proceeded smoothly with bands moving to the start line promptly.
Bands are reminded of Rule B.1.13.02 relating to band formation.

Significant matters for this report concerned one band only.

City of Whitehorse Pipe Band contested probably in the warmest part of the day.   It
is worth noting that their times were set in response to a request for longer tuning
times than the minimum prescribed, and since we were able to accommodate the
request these times were allocated.   It is interesting that the band pressed the
Marshal to be allowed to tune just within the ground, in the sunshine, before its
second element.   This is in fact a breach of Contest Regulation B.1.15.03, but it was
decided to let it pass.  I had intended to mention it to the band but later events
supervened.

Well before the scheduled Drum Major Solo Contest representatives of City of
Whitehorse attended to demand that they, as rostered band for that contest, play
under the trees in the tuning area.   It was not presented as a request, but as an
ultimatum, and somewhat brusquely: there was a threat that if any player suffered
from the heat that the Contest Supervisor would be personally sued.

Pipe Bands Victoria has a Heat Policy, adopted in 2006.   Steps had been taken to
follow the provisions of this policy, and particularly in relation to the Drum-Major
Contest and the final massed bands. The trigger temperatures were not reached.
There was therefore no need to modify the rostering of bands.

However, City of Whitehorse having declined to perform as rostered, I am grateful to
Golden City Pipe Band for doing the work so well – I am sure they would rather have
retired from the field after competing, but they enabled us to keep faith with
contestants, promoters and crowd.   Thank you.

I am informed that there was a rumour passing around the final massed band that
City of Whitehorse had been disqualified from the contest.   That was simply not the



case, and the Grade 1 result was announced in due course.   The band did not come
out to receive the prize money, which is still held by the Branch.   Anecdotal reports
indicate that the announcement may not have been heard by the band, or this would
amount to a breach of the Association’s directions in relation to the Final Massed
Bands. 

The other matter for report is the March Off from the contest itself.   City of
Whitehorse marched off, playing as required, but stopped on ceasing playing whilst
still on the arena.   It is appreciated that the f rontage of the band would have
required some players to mark time while the first section moved off, which complies
with the regulation, but coming to a complete halt does not so comply.

One other aspect of these matters: bands have long been encouraged to consult
where there may be a perceived difficulty, rather then trying something on and
breaking a rule.   Our officials try to be helpful where possible.   It might be said that
a gentle and polite approach may work better than a brusque demand not directly
addressed to the relevant provisions.   And further, attention is drawn to Regulation
A.1.08, which requires officials, judges, officers and members of bands and solo
players not to behave in an unseemly or unbecoming manner at contests.

The matters relating to City of Whitehorse are referred to State Council for its
determination.   Otherwise, as usual, one is pleased to thank all our people for their
co-operation and conduct on the day.   And I acknowledge the great work of Barbara
McLeod as Deputy Supervisor, and our scorers and marshals.

Anthony Sell
CONTEST SUPERVISOR


